
RADON GAS 

Step 1.  Take a short-term test. If 
your result is 4 pCi/L or higher, 
take a follow-up test (Step 2) to   
be sure. 

Step 2.  Follow up with either a  
long-term test or a second  
short-term test: 

• If the first results were      
between 4.0-7.9 then test 
with a long-term test. 

• If the first results were    
greater then 8.0 then test 
with a short-term test. 

 
Step 3. If the results of the second 

test are greater then 4.0 then your 
home should be fixed to reduce  
the radon level. 

 
 
 
For More Information Regarding  

Radon: 
 

Central Racine County  
Health Department 

(262) 898-4460 
www.crchd.com 

or 
www.lowradon.org 

or 
www.epa.gov/radon 

Protecting Yourself 
and Your Family From 

Radon 

EPA 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

01/01/15 

Central Racine County    
Health Department 

10005 Northwestern Avenue 
US Bank, 2nd Floor 

Franksville, WI  53126 
Phone:  (262) 898-4460 

Fax: (262) 898-4490 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  
8 AM – 4:30 PM 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Find CRCHD on  

Facebook and Twitter 

www.crchd.com 



WHAT IS RADON 

Radon is a cancer-causing, radioactive gas. 
You can't see it, smell it or taste it, but radon 
may be a problem in your home. 
Radon is estimated to cause many thousands 
of deaths each year. When breathing air  
containing radon, you can get lung cancer.  
In fact, the Surgeon General has warned that  
radon is the second leading cause of lung  
cancer in the United States today. Only  
smoking causes more lung cancer deaths. 
Homes with smokers and high radon levels 
have a much higher risk of lung cancer. 
 
Radon can be found all over the U.S. 
Radon comes from the natural breakdown of 
uranium in soil, rock and water and gets into 
the air you breathe. Radon can be found all 
over the U.S. It can get into any type of  
building — homes, offices, and schools — 
and result in a high indoor radon level. People 
are most likely to get the greatest exposure at 
home, where they spend most of their time. 
 
You should test for radon. 
Testing is the only way to know if you and 
your family are at risk from radon. EPA and 
the Surgeon General recommend testing all 
homes below the third floor for radon. EPA 
also recommends testing in schools. 
Testing is inexpensive and easy — it should 
only take a few minutes of your time. Millions 
of Americans have already tested their homes 
for radon. 

Short-Term Testing: 
The quickest way to 
test is with a short-
term test. Short-term 
tests remain in your 
home for two days to 
90 days, depending 
on the device.       
Because radon levels 
tend to vary from day 
to day and season to 
season, a short-term 
test is less likely to 
tell you your year-round average radon level. If 
you need results quickly, a short-term test fol-
lowed by a second short-term test may be used 
to decide whether to fix your home. 
 

Long-Term Testing: 
Long-term tests remain in your home for more 
than 90 days.  A long-term 
test will give you a reading 
that is more likely to tell 
you your home's year-round 
average radon level. 
 

Test Kits: 
The Central Racine County 
Health Department has short
-term and long-term radon test kits available 
for purchase. 
 

 Short-Term Radon Test  $7.00 
 Long-Term Radon Test  $12.00 
 

Kits are also available at some hardware stores 
and other retail outlets.   

Radon is a radioactive gas.  It comes from the  
natural decay of uranium that is found in nearly all 
soils. It typically moves up through the ground to 
the air above and into your home through cracks 
and other holes in the foundation. Your home 
traps radon inside, where it can build up. Any 
home may have a radon problem. This means new 
and old homes, well-sealed and drafty homes, and 
homes with or without basements. 
 

Radon Gets in Through: 
1. Cracks in solid floors 
2. Construction joints 
3. Cracks in walls 
4. Gaps in suspended floors 
5. Gaps around service pipes 
6. Cavities inside walls 
7. The water supply 

HOW DOES RADON GET 
INTO YOUR HOME TESTING FOR RADON 


